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EXCLUSIVE REPORTS

War's economic fallout
Hunter, Milnot feel pinched; Merisant ups 
production in Middle East
Margie Manning

The war with Iraq has taken a small bite out of sales at RIBUS Inc., a 
St. Louis-based food ingredients manufacturer. 

A customer in Saudi Arabia put an order from RIBUS on hold after 
the war began, said J. Stephen Peirce, president. "They didn't want 
their goods tied up on the sea or in the port, and rather than tying up 
their money, they're saying they want to sit tight." 

Hunter Engineering Inc. has seen orders from Turkey and Egypt for 
its wheel-balancing, wheel alignment and auto workshop equipment 
tail off considerably since January, said Jeff Henry, regional manager 
for sales in the Middle East. 

At Milnot Holding Co., sales of Beech-Nut Baby Food have fallen to 
near zero in Lebanon and Syria because of a more than year-long 
boycott of U.S.-made goods, said John Hall, vice president of sales. 

RIBUS, Hunter and Milnot are among the Missouri companies that 
exported a total of $198.3 million in goods to 13 Middle East countries 
last year, according to the Missouri Economic Research and 
Information Center. That was down 34.5 percent from 2001. 

The war, which started March 19, is raising additional concerns, said 
Randy LaBounty, director of the U.S. Exports Assistance Center in St. 
Louis. Insurance costs are up, because of the risk of shipping into an 
area with ongoing military action, and increased security concerns 
have delayed processing shipments in and out of ports in Israel, 
Jordan and the Saudi peninsula. 

President George W. Bush took business concerns into account before 
committing troops to action, said Arnold Donald, chairman and chief 
executive of Merisant Co., the world's leading manufacturer of 
tabletop sweeteners, and a member of the President's Export Council. 

"A couple of weeks before the war, the president shared with us his 
empathy for concerns about the economy, but he also said without 
national security, there is no economic security," Donald said. 

LaBounty said for now, "most people are treating it as a nuisance and 

Recent Company News
Merisant

» Future of area's largest 
biotech fund in doubt

» Donald nominated to 
Laclede's board of directors

» Seeds of a merger

Related Topics
» Zila readying sales in Mid-

East 1999-08-31, Phoenix
» Gold Star opens in Qatar 1997-

05-14, Cincinnati
» Georgia's biz may be 

collateral damage 2003-02-17, 
Atlanta

» More related topics

Industry Update
Manufacturing: General 

Email Alerts
Daily Business Updates

Search Watch
News by Industry 

Money Center
Fund scandal hits 401(k)s

These firms are finding ways to 
discuss the impact the mutual fund 

scandal is having on their 
employees' 401(k)s. 

» More Money Center

HR Help Center
At work

Don't burn bridges if you're laid 
off as a result of merger. 

» More HR help

http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html (1 of 3) [11/20/2003 9:02:30 AM]

http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/subscribe/stlouis
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/sales_prospecting/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/sales_prospecting/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/moneycenter/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/hr_center/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/entrepreneur/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/sales_prospecting/
http://www.newspaperads.com/bizjournals_stlouis/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/services/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/search.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/search.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/search_watch/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/industries/
http://www.bizjournals.com/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/storiesoftheweek.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/sign_out/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/services/contactus/
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=894
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=607
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=607
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=606
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=606
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2716
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2716
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2790
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2906
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=1419
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=608
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2177
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2177
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=2206
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/stlouis/s.asp?d=609
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15077/http://stlouis.bizjournalshire.com/searchjobs.htm
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15077/http://stlouis.bizjournalshire.com/quickpost.htm
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/scoop/reprints.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html?t=printable
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html?t=email_story
http://www.bizjournals.com/search/bin/search?q=Merisant&jst=s_cn_mh
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2002/11/25/story6.html?jst=s_cn_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2002/11/25/story6.html?jst=s_cn_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2002/11/18/daily63.html?jst=s_cn_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2002/11/18/daily63.html?jst=s_cn_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2002/05/13/story2.html?jst=s_cn_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/1999/08/30/daily20.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/1999/08/30/daily20.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/cincinnati/stories/1997/05/12/daily13.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/stories/2003/02/17/story1.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/stories/2003/02/17/story1.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/related_articles/?story_id=763865&jst=s_rs_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/industries/?jst=m_in_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/industries/manufacturing/general/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/search_watch/?jst=m_em_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/moneycenter/?jst=m_mc_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/moneycenter/story.html?id=2121&jst=m_mc_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/moneycenter/?jst=m_mc_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/hr_center/?jst=m_br_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/hr_center/?jst=m_br_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/hr_center/?jst=m_br_lk


War's economic fallout - 2003-04-14 - St. Louis Business Journal

More Late News
Updated: 6:16 AM CST

Thursday, Nov 20, 
2003

» Allegiant Bank to 
be acquired by 

National City of 
Cleveland 

» Missouri, Illinois 
make top 25 state 
business climates 

» Sigma-Aldrich 
forms alliance with 

Leica Microsystems 
» Ameren sets up 
$9M community 

development 
corporation 

» Missouri, Illinois 
health, life insurers' 

earnings rise 
More...

Free Download 
Edition for Print 

Subscribers

Outlook
» Power glut 

doesn't stop plant 
building 

Washington
» Bill to benefit 

large IT 
contractors 

Print Edition

Community 
Coming Up

» Biggest Deals of 
2003

» Education and 
Training

» Estate 
Planning, 

Charitable 
Bequests

» Southwestern 
Illinois

» Employee 
Benefits

More 

extra cost to do business there. It's a frustration, but they also view it 
as fairly short-term." 

Peirce said he expects RIBUS' business to return to normal within 
about four months or sooner, while Henry said he's already getting 
word that business is picking up in Kuwait. 

Lucrative markets 

Milnot has felt dramatic repercussions from tensions in the Middle 
East, well before the war started, Hall said. The impact of the boycott 
of U.S.-made goods started showing in February 2002 and for the 
company's fiscal year ended in June 2002, there was a 50 percent 
reduction in Milnot's business in the Middle East. In fiscal 2003, which 
ends in two months, Hall expects Middle East business to be down 90 
percent compared to the 2002. 

"We're virtually out of the business in the Middle East," Hall said. 
"Competitors, such as Gerber, now bring product into that market 
from other countries, but we don't have that option." 

About 5 percent of Milnot's $196 million in sales last year came from 
exports, much of that in the Middle East. This year, Hall expects 
exports to account for only 3 percent of Milnot's sales. 
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Page: 1 | 2 | 3 

© 2003 American City Business Journals Inc.

Web reprint information  

http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html (2 of 3) [11/20/2003 9:02:30 AM]

http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily56.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily56.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily56.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily56.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily55.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily55.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily55.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily52.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily52.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily52.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily54.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily54.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily54.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily54.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily53.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily53.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily53.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/daily.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/subscriber_services/electronic_edition/?t=stlouis
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/subscriber_services/electronic_edition/?t=stlouis
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/subscriber_services/electronic_edition/?t=stlouis
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/bizoutlook/?jst=m_ol_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/bizoutlook/?jst=m_ol_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/bizoutlook/?jst=m_ol_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/extraedge/washingtonbureau/archive/2003/11/17/bureau3.html?jst=m_wa_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/extraedge/washingtonbureau/archive/2003/11/17/bureau3.html?jst=m_wa_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/extraedge/washingtonbureau/archive/2003/11/17/bureau3.html?jst=m_wa_hl
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/11/17/?jst=m_pe_lk
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/coming_up.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/networking/
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html?page=2
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html?page=2
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/04/14/story2.html?page=3
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/scoop/reprints_article.html?story_id=763865

	bizjournals.com
	War's economic fallout - 2003-04-14 - St. Louis Business Journal


	FKBPAOHDKLJCPPFMDANOBAKJAGGDNLMBFB: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 20
	f2: stlouis
	f3: stlouis
	f4: 30_days
	f5: story
	f6: Type keywords

	f7: 

	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [News by Markets]





